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New parishioners are welcome. Please register at the Parish Office.
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Baptism of the Lord — Jan.10 & 11, 2026
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(Year A) Is 42:1-4, 6-7 ; Acts 10:34-38 ; Mt 3:13-17

Spiritual Corner

Before Jesus’ public preaching, John began to pre-
pare for the arrival of the Messiah. He cried out in the
wilderness, calling for repentance, and baptising peo-
ple in the Jordan River.

John’s baptism is “the baptism of repentance”. The
practice at that time was that people came before
John to admit their sins, repent and make resolutions
to change over, then receive his baptism. The core of
this baptism lies in human repentance. It is not a sac-
rament in itself, and it will not remove people’s sins.

Jesus came to the Jordan River to ask for John’s
baptism, but John refused to do so because Jesus was
the Messiah and was without sin, therefore he had no
need to be baptized. However, Jesus asked to be bap-
tised for he wanted to be one of the sinners so as to
bear their sins, sacrifice himself on the cross and rec-
oncile the sinners with the Heavenly Father. As fore-
told by the prophet Isaiah, he would bear the sins of
all, become the mediator for the criminals, sacrifice

Eucharistic Adoration - January 15, 2026

Please come to honour the Eucharistic Presence of
Christ, in a deeper sense, “the contemplation of the
Mystery of Christ truly present before us”. During
Eucharistic Adoration, we “watch and wait”, we remain
“silent”, we “sing”, we “pray” in His Presence and open
ourselves to His Graces which flow from the Eucharist ...
By worshipping the Eucharistic Jesus, we become what
God wants us to be! Like a magnet, the Lord draws us to
Himself and gently transforms us.

Offering of Bread and Wine

Parishioners are invited to participate in bread and wine
offerings at Saturday and Sunday Masses. Those who
are interested may sign up in the registration book.

Chicken Rice

Knights of Columbus will be collecting chicken rice for
Good Shepherd. Distribution of empty boxes will be
January 17 & 18 and chicken rice will be collected on
January 24 & 25. Thank you for your support!

Week of Pravyer for Christian Unity
Ecumenical Praver Service 2026

Come and join us in praying for Christian Unity,

an ecumenical prayer service with Bishop John Bois-
sonneau and other city-wide religious leaders at the Run-
nymede United Church (243 Runnymede Road, Toronto)
on Sunday, January 18 at 4p.m. For more information,
please contact the Office of Ecumenical and Interfaith
Affairs at 416-934-3400.

John’s Baptism and the Sacrament of Baptism

his own life, and be regarded as one of the criminals.
(Isaiah 53:12). Therefore, Jesus was not a bystander,
but had become one of us by shouldering the sins of all
mankind.

The baptism of Jesus prefigures Christian baptism.
The difference is that in our baptism, it is Jesus who is
personally baptizing us and personally forgiving all
our sins. Through baptism, we can become the chil-
dren of the Father again.

What happened after Jesus’ baptism will also hap-
pen at our baptism. When the priest is baptizing us in
the name of the Holy Trinity, it is God the Son who is
baptizing us through the priest’s hand, granting us the
Holy Spirit, then God the Father says to us, “You are
the children whom I love.”

Yours,
Fr. Matthew Wang

Altar Servers

The Altar Servers Ministry will be recruiting new mem-
bers on January 17 and 18. Applicants must meet all of
the following requirements:

* Must be born in 2016 or earlier

* Must be baptized Catholic

* Must have received First Holy Communion

Please visit their booth on that day to apply. Applica-
tions that do not meet these requirements or submitted
late will not be accepted.

Church Closure—January 14

Alectra Utilities has informed us that they will be replac-
ing some switches, which will affect our church and
result in a power outage from 9am to 3pm on Wednes-
day, January 14. As a result, the church will be closed
after the 8am Mass, and the Parish Office will reopen at
3pm.

Pre-Authorized Giving Plan (PAG)

Parishioners who are interested in enrolling in the Pre-
Authorized Giving Plan launched by the Archdiocese of
Toronto are requested to visit the parish office for more
information and registration.

York Catholic District School Board

Registration for the 2026-2027 school year is now being
accepted for elementary & secondary. Please visit
www.ycdsb.ca/admissions for more information.
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