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New parishioners are welcome. Please register at the Parish Office.
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The Passion of Christ

In this Holy Week, let us contemplate the Passion of
Christ through the vision of the Dominican saint,
St. Catharina dei Ricci.

On September 1540, St. Catharina dei Ricci began to
experience the passion of the Son of God. From 6pm
Thursday evening, she entered a state of ecstasy for the
whole night, until 10pm on Friday, as desired and in
accordance with the will of God.

With Jesus, St. Catharina dei Ricci bade farewell to the
Virgin Mary. She followed Jesus from Bethany to the place
where their supper was prepared. There, she saw how
Jesus washed the feet of His disciples and instituted the
Eucharist. She prayed with Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane, witnessed how Judas betrayed Him and the
arrest of Jesus. She also saw Jesus at the trial in front of the
High Priest and Roman officials, being insulted, mocked
and humiliated. She watched our Lord being scourged,
wearing the crown of thorns, carrying the cross and finally
being nailed on the cross. She witnessed Jesus hanging on
the cross for three hours, struggling and fighting against
death until He was finally being taken down from the cross.

Not only did St. Catharina dei Ricci witness all these,
she also suffered with our Lord together. The Lord
suffered once, but mysteriously, she experienced the Good
Friday Passion every Thursday through Friday.

Spiritual Corner

Stations of the Cross During Lent

Starting from February 20 and throughout Lent, there
will be ‘Stations of the Cross’. Parishioners are encour-
aged to take part.

Cantonese : Feb.20—Apr.3, every Friday evening at
7:00pm

English : Apr.3 (Good Friday) at 9:30am

Good Friday Collection

There will be a special collection for the Needs of the
Church in the Holy Land on Good Friday (April 3).
Please show your support. Thank you!

Rules for Fasting and Abstinence on Good Friday

Abstinence and fasting are to be observed on Good Fri-
day. The law of fasting binds those who have attained
their eighteenth year, until the beginning of their sixtieth
year. Traditionally, abstinence forbids the use of meat of
warm blooded animals. Fasting includes abstinence and
taking only one full meal. Some food (not equaling anoth-
er full meal) is permitted at breakfast and around mid-
day or in the evening—depending on when a person
chooses to eat the main or full meal. The sick, the weak
and the pregnant are not bound by the law of abstinence
and fasting.

According to St. Catharina dei Ricci; emotionally, she
did not want to endure such extreme penalty. Hence, some-
times during her state of ecstasy, it could be heard that she
begged Jesus to relieve her cross. But rationally, one could
also hear her infinite gratitude to God for the fathomless
love bestowed on her, the unworthy disciple. She once de-
clared, there is really no way to express how much our Lord
had suffered for us!

On April 14, 1542, in the Octave of Easter, the Lord’s
Stigmata were deeply imprinted on St. Catharina dei Ricci,
which never faded. She often said, the wound in her side
hurt so much that she was dying from it, although she fully
understood that it would not Kill her. The wounds on her
hands and feet were often clearly visible. All those who saw
them would involuntarily say that she seemed to have just
been taken down from the cross.

The more we are inflicted with the sufferings of Christ,
the more graces and consolations we are to receive through
Christ!

Yours,
Sr. Magdalena Yang
<An Excerpt from The Daily Recitations II of Dominican St. Catharina dei Ricci>

Please Note: Easter Vigil

This year’s Easter Vigil / Sacraments of Initiation on
Holy Saturday (April 4) will be celebrated at 4:30pm in
Mandarin and at 9:00pm in Cantonese.

During all liturgies that day, there will be designated per-
sonnel taking photos and videos for future use by the
parish and the Congregation of the Disciples of the Lord
(CDD). If you do not wish to appear in any photos or
videos, please inform the parish office in advance. Kindly
take note. Thank you for your cooperation.

Easter Triduum Shuttle Bus Service

Holy Thursday (Apr.2): 6:30pm-11:30pm
Good Friday (Apr.3): 10:00am-5:00pm
Holy Saturday (Apr.4): 3:30pm-11:30pm

Ching Ming Memorial Mass

A memorial mass will be celebrated at 7:00pm on Tues-
day, April 7. The mass is intended for deceased family
members and friends of our parishioners. Parishioners
who wish to offer mass are requested to put down the
names of the departed on the Memorial Register. Please
drop the special envelope, duly filled out, together with
the offering, into the offering box.



Lenten Season

Date Event

Time

March28 (Saturday)

Mandarin RCIA Retreat

9:30am ~ 3:00pm

Holy Week and Easter Season

Date Event Time
March28 Saturday Palm Sunday Mass schedule as usual
March29 Sunday Palm Sunday Mass schedule as usual
March30 Holy Monday Holy Week Weekday Mass 8:00am

Holy Week Weekday Mass AL F

March31 Holy Tuesday

The Chrism Mass at St. Michael Cathedral

There will be consecration of Holy Qils by the
Archbishop and the priests’ renewal of their
priestly promises.

**7:00pm Mass Cancelled**

11:00am

Aprill Holy Wednesday Holy Week Weekday Mass 8:00am
1 Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Mandarin & Cantonese) 8:00pm
S Y Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until Midnight **8:00am Mass Cancelled**
Stations of the Cross (English) 9:30am
April3 Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 11:00am
Fasting & Abstinence Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (Mandarin & Cantonese) 3:00pm
Stations of the Cross 7:00pm
April4 Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (Mandarin & Cantonese) 4:30 (M) & 9:00pm (C)

**4:30pm & 6:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass Cancelled**

*%8:00am Mass Cancelled**

AprilS Easter Sunday

Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

Mass schedule as usual

April 12 Second Sunday of Easter Divine Mercy Sunday

3:30pm — 5:30pm

Fr. Philip’s Farewell Dinner

A farewell dinner for Fr. Philip Tan will be held on
Wednesday, May 13 at Golden Palace Banquet Hall,
First Markham Place. Reception begins at 6pm, with din-
ner at 7pm. Tickets are $75 each and will be available
for purchase starting Saturday, April 11 at 3:30pm. All
parishioners and their families are warmly invited to at-
tend and express our gratitude to Fr. Tan. Please refer
to the parish poster and website for more details.

Summer Bible Camp

Summer Bible Camp will be held from August 10 to
August 14 this year. Children ages 6 to 12 may register
for the Summer Bible Camp. Those age 15 or older may
register as volunteers. Registration is now open. Space is
limited. The registration deadline for Summer Bible
Camp participants is May 3. The volunteer registration
deadline is June 7.

Offering of Bread and Wine

Parishioners are invited to participate in bread
and wine offerings at Saturday and Sunday
Masses. Those who are interested may sign up in the
registration book.

Parking Violation

Please note that in addition to Rodick Road being a 24-
hour No Parking Zone, parking is also prohibited on
Sundays from 8:00am to 2:00pm on Lazenby Court, the
side street facing our church. For everyone’s safety,
please remember that Fire Routes and double parking
are strictly prohibited in the church parking lot. We
encourage all parishioners to make use of the shuttle bus
service available between the church and St. Augustine
High School. Thank you!
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